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Main
Streets
and 
Memories
photographs by
SYLVIA
GALBRAITH
April 11 to May 31

Opening 
Reception

Friday, April 10
7:00 pm

For more than two 
years, Sylvia Galbraith 
has visited ten County 
towns and villages 
and photographed 
present day streetscapes 
based on historical 
images from the 
Museum and Archives 
collection of photos 
and postcards.  This 
major exhibit celebrates 
the places and people 
of Wellington County.  
Special thanks to exhibit 
sponsor - the Wellington 
County Historical 
Society. 

On March 19, volunteers from 
the Wellington County Museum 
and Archives received their 
Ontario Volunteer Service 
Awards at a presentation at the 
River Run Centre in Guelph.  
Wellington - Halton Hills MPP 
Ted Arnott presented (from l-r) 
Margaret Hall with her 10-year 
award, Lorraine Gilbert with her 
25-year award and Margaret 
Molitor with her 15-year award.  
It is recognition well deserved!  
Thank you!

ArtiFACT Stories - Dr. O'Brien's Doctor Bag and Medical Instruments
In 2014, curatorial staff were thrilled to receive a donation of a medical bag with a special 
connection to the Museum.  It belonged to Dr. John Harold O'Brien (1905-1986), the third 
of three doctors who looked after inmates of the Wellington County House of Industry and 
Refuge.  After his death, Dr. O'Brien's widow passed on the bag to another doctor, who was 
the daughter of a nurse who had worked with Dr. O'Brien at the Wellington County Home 
for the Aged.  Remarkably, the bag still contains many of Dr. O'Brien's medical instruments 
such as his stethoscope, opthalmoscope and obstetrical forceps.

Mt. Forest, 2014

Archives Awareness Week - April 7 - 11      
The Wellington County Archives will be open daily for behind-the-
scenes tours.  The Archives are open weekdays 9:30 to 4:30 pm and 
weekends from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  Check out our online databases at                        
www.wellington.ca/en/discover/collectionsandresearch.asp. 

Volunteer Service 
Awards

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
EASTER HOLIDAY HOURS

Friday April 3, 2015   – CLOSED
Saturday April 4, 2015  – 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Sunday April 5, 2015  – 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Monday April 6, 2015  – CLOSED



A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
located on Wellington Road 18 between Fergus and Elora

T  519.846.0916 x 5221  Toll Free  1.800.663.0750  x 5221 Alternate formats available upon request.

www.wellington.ca/museum

Events and Other Happenings

No One Goes 2
BEHIND THE SCENES:  Mad Science

The Conservation Lab is located on the 2nd floor of 
the Wellington County Museum and Archives (WCMA) 
where modern day alchemist Patty works to clean, 
stabilize, repair and restore artifacts in the collection.  
What began as a one year contract in 1987, soon led to 
a full-time position as a conservator at the WCMA - one 
of the few museums in Ontario to have a professional 
conservator on staff.

Patty's work can range from delicate repairs on ceramics 
or paper to concrete repairs that stabilized the Bow 
String Bridge on site to creating props for the Barn 
exhibit like the barrels of apples, sacks of potatoes, 
and crates of carrots.  "I very much enjoy the variety 
of work that the position offers" says Patty, however; 
cleaning early medical equipment is not one of her 
favourite tasks.  "I dislike working on early medical 
equipment.  Gloves, masks and disinfectants can't rid 
my mind of what those items have touched - TB, scarlet 
fever, diptheria - it's just creepy."  One of Patty's most 
rewarding projects was the restoration of t he words 
"County Poor House" and "House of Industry" - names 
that had been removed in the 1920's from the building's 
exterior.  The missing words were reconstructed using 
tinted mortar and moulds.  "It was a privilege to give the 
building back its name."  Patty's lab is often open during 
the annual Doors Open activities. 

1. A non-yellowing lacquer 
is applied to a polished 
trophy to prevent future 
tarnishing.  The work is 
completed under a vent to 
extract the solvent fumes.

2. Some early negatives 
are made of unstable 
cellulose nitrate plastic 
which can become 
highly flammable as it 
deteriorates.  A chemical 
spot test determines if these 
negatives are healthy or 
unhealthy.

3. A handmade wool 
carder is cleaned of surface 
corrosion.

PHOTOS:

Aboriginal Heritage Festival
Saturday, May 2 - 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
At the Wellington County Museum and Archives

A Celebration of 
Aborignial Art and 
Culture - All Are Welcome

FEATURING:
Guest Artisans, Vendors' Marketplace,
Music, Dance and Traditional Food.

NEW THIS YEAR:
Zoongeheshkwaad: Student Art Inspired by First 
Nations, Metis and Inuit Culture and Art - an exhibit 
open from April 30 to June15.

Admission: $5.00 per person or $12.50 per family.  For more information, please contact the Wellington County 
Museum and Archives at 519.846.0916 x 5224 or Libby Walker, Activity Programmer at libbyw@wellington.ca.


