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Thanks to all the Museum volunteers and the members 
of the Not So Grand Players, who volunteered their 
time to entertain very large and festive crowds at this 
year's event!  Recreating the theme of a Christmas Party 
at the Poor House, we had music and refreshments 
from the 1914 era which was thoroughly enjoyed by all!  
The Magic Lantern show was also a huge hit.  We will 
definitely do it again!

Christmas at the Poor House 2014 - A Special Day!

A travelling exhibit on loan from the Bruce County 
Museum and Cultural Centre is drawing attention 
to a fascinating fraternal order that has always 
kept a low public profile.  Rooted in the ancient 
traditions of the European Stonemasons Guild, 
Freemasonry was borne out of a need to create a 
brotherhood based on ethical behaviour and coded 
rites of passage.  This fascinating exhibit sheds 
light on why and how this fraternal order took 
root in many century Ontario towns in the 1800's 
and still continues strong today.  Augmenting the 
exhibit are photographs and documents from local 
Masonic Orders of Wellington County.

T.P. Smith of Elora (Irvine Lodge 203), circa 1883

Family Day Event: 
Join us for an afternoon of special guests and 
entertainment as we celebrate and feature the 
contributions of Wellington County Military 
Families.  Weather permitting, we encourage 
visitors to bring their skates, sleds and 
snowshoes (or try our snowshoes!) and enjoy 
our great winter outdoor site.

Refreshments will also be available.

Admission:  $5.00 per person or $12.50 per family.

SAVE THE DATE:

Monday, February 16
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Guess the Artifact

This tall tapered glass 
container shares the 
same form as a flower 
vase and occupied a 
prominent position 
on the dining table 
of wealthy Victorian 
homes.  What is it?
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The Museum
and Archives
skating rink is
currently being constructed!  We are hoping to have 
skaters enjoying the ice in January.  Public skating is 
welcome!  Hockey is not permitted unless booked 
in advance.  We hope the entire community will be 
able to enjoy this outdoor skating rink.  For information 
and booking, please contact Museum Reception at 
519.846.0916 x 5221.

The Museum is the perfect, unique venue for your wedding, reunion, luncheon, party, 
shower or business meeting.  Please call Kym Drinkwater at Museum Reception at 
519.846.0916 x 5221 for more information on rates and booking availability for your event!

Book your next event at the 
Wellington County Museum and Archives!

Events and Other Happenings

Did You Guess the Artifact?
Until the early 1900's, celery was 
a rare and expensive vegetable.  
The cleaned stalks were served in 
cold water in a celery vase.  At the 
turn of the century, long flat dishes 
began to replace the tall vases and 
agricultural advances led to easier-
to-grow varieties which made

"I started collecting as an interest," says Chad Martin.  
"I began in 1998 with over 200 items in my collection.  
I hope people will take the opportunity to see the 
beauty of a small rural town with a fascinating story.  
I started my collection for fear that items were being 
lost from my home town, but also as a means to stay 
connected."

Weather Permitting -  
We Will Have a 
SKATING RINK!

celery less prestigious.  This celery vase circa 1880, 
belonged to Ellen Gladys Hanna of Rockwood. 

Palmerston ON
No One Goes 2
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Opening Saturday, January 17 at 2:00 pm
The exhibit begins with a presentation by Chad Martin 
and a tour of the gallery.  Refreshments will follow.  


