
 

                                                       

AGENDA 
Municipal Agriculture Economic Development and 
Planning Forum: Navigating Agricultural Economies 
   
October 3 - 4, 2018 
Wellington County Museum and Archives 
0536 Wellington Rd 18, Fergus ON N1M 2W3 
Hosted by:  County of Wellington and Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

Day 1 – Full Day Wellington County Bus Tour 

Tour Wellington County to see an organic dairy operation, agriculture research facility, a 

pick-your-own pumpkin farm and on-farm bakery, a local craft brewery and a cidery. Learn 

about how these businesses operate and how you can support similar agriculture activities 

in your region. 

8:30 am   Arrival begins for the Bus Tour 

9:15 am Departs Wellington County Museum and Archives 
0536 Wellington Road 18, Fergus ON 

Travel 15 min  

9:30 am Elora Research Station – Dairy Facility 

6185 2nd Line East, Centre Wellington, ON  

10:40 am   Depart Elora Research Station  

Travel 30 min  

11:10 am  Heartwood Farm and Cidery  

Heartwood Farm and Cidery is a diverse 42-acre ecosystem of mixed pasture, fruit 
and nut orchards, woods and wetlands. Dedicated to regenerative agriculture 
practices that produce healthy soils, sustainable water and nutrient cycles, 
contented animals, wholesome food for the community and valuable habitat for 
wildlife and pollinators. Using these practices Heartwood is able to connect farm, 
food and craft beverage to the simple wonders of life. Small batch ciders are 
inspired by what grows on the farm and in the community. 

5438 Second Line Erin, ON 

www.heartwoodfarm.ca  

12:10 pm  Depart Heartwood 

Travel 35 min  

12:45 pm  Strom’s Farm and Bakery  

http://www.heartwoodfarm.ca/


 

                                                       

   LUNCH STOP 

Strom’s Farm and Bakery is a second-generation family farm. Best known for fresh 
produce, exceptional sweet corn and pumpkins. Visits in the fall include a Harvest 
Fun area with a fall corn maze, pedal karts, pumpkin chuckin’ and wagon rides. The 
on-farm bakery includes pies, tarts, scones, cookies and pizza made from scratch 
daily. 

5089 Wellington Road 32, Guelph ON  

www.strom.ca  

2:10 pm  Depart Strom’s 

Travel 60 minutes  

3:10 pm  Mapleton’s Organic Dairy  

Mapleton’s Organic provides healthy, local, and environmentally sustainable 
products produced in their on-farm dairy.  It is a core belief of Mapleton’s that 
people should have the opportunity to see their food being produced up close, so 
guests and visitors are welcome. All of Mapleton's products (ice cream, frozen 
yogurt and fresh yogurt) are produced using milk from the herd of 70 dairy cows. 

8548 Wellington Road 7, Moorefield ON  

www.mapletonsorganic.ca   

4:10 pm  Depart Mapleton’s 

Travel 30 min   

4:40 pm  Elora Brewing Company 
   DINNER STOP 

Brewery, Gastropub and Bottleshop.  Surrounded by century old heritage in 
downtown Elora, The Elora Brewing Company provides a true craft beer 
experience, accompanied by some of the best 'farm-to-table' food in the region. 

107 Geddes Street, Elora ON  

www.elorabrewingcompany.ca   

6:20 pm  Depart for Museum  

Travel 10 min 

6:30 pm  Adjourn     
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AGENDA 
Municipal Agriculture Economic Development and 
Planning Forum: Navigating Agricultural Economies 

 
October 3 - 4, 2018 
Wellington County Museum and Archives 
536 Wellington Rd 18, Fergus ON N1M 2W3 
Hosted by:  County of Wellington and Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
 

Thursday, October 4, 2018 

Day 2 – Forum 

 
8:15 am Registration, Coffee and Networking 

8:15 am Optional tour of the 1877 Barn and history of the Wellington County Industrial Farm from 
1877-1947 

8:50 am Opening Remarks – Crystal Ellis, County of Wellington 

  Welcome: Warden Dennis Lever, County of Wellington  

Welcome: OMAFRA, Regional Economic Development Branch, Director 

9:00 am Keynote Presentation: Revitalizing Rural Economic Development. 
Wayne Caldwell, University of Guelph 

Wayne Caldwell has lectured across Canada on the future of rural communities and has 
published extensively in the areas of planning, community development, agricultural land 
preservation, siting livestock facilities, rural land use, and the environment. He will outline 
the process used to select rural research priorities and demonstrate how we can use this 
research to enhance our own community work. He will also present several examples of 
recent projects pertinent to agriculture economic development and rural Ontario. 

10:00 am       Panel Presentation: Local Economic Development Initiatives. How are Municipalities 
Supporting Agriculture and Local Food?  

Hear about how local initiatives develop and evolve. Topics include local food, agriculture 
economic development, non-government lead initiatives and rural community 
improvement plans. The panel will speak about what communities have experienced 
during the process and the results of these local initiatives. 

Christina Mann, Taste Real Guelph Wellington 
Bonnie Wrightman, Clarington Board of Trade 
Zach Gable, Haldimand County  
Philly Markowitz, Grey County  

11:15 am   Day One Tour Highlights  

11:20 am  Break and Networking – Local food refreshments (15 min) 



 

                                                       

11:35 am       Welcoming Newcomers to Rural Communities 

Access to labour is a widespread concern among rural businesses, yet there is work to be 
done to ensure that our communities are welcoming to newcomers, both New Canadians 
and those moving from other regions.  Hear from three counties about the work they are 
doing to attract and keep the talent we need for rural economies and communities to 
thrive.  

Kristin Crane, Huron County 
Jacinda Rudolph, Grey County and Making Grey Bruce Home 
Tom Lusis, Wellington County 

12:35 pm Local Food Lunch and Networking Break (60 min)  

1:35 pm Planning + Economic Development: Tips for a Successful Journey  

For many agri-food entrepreneurs navigating the world of planning, economic 
development and other municipal services can be daunting, and at times, frustrating.  Hear 
from both economic development and planning staff about concrete ways that you can 
improve this process through education and collaboration, to help local entrepreneurs turn 
their creative ideas into realities.   

Andrew Payne 
Kelly Maloney, Kawartha Lakes 
Mat Vaughan, Norfolk County 

2:20 pm   Running a Local Food Business: Jackie Fraser, Fraberts Fresh Food 

Jackie Fraser is the “local food forager” for Fraberts Fresh Food, a family-run local fresh 
food market. Fraberts specialize in local food – meat, produce, cheese, dairy, and locally 
made goodies – as well as ready-made meals and soups.  After a working within the non-
profit sector, she is now focussing full time on Fraberts Fresh Food and will reflect on her 
experiences behind the boardroom table and now on the front line of the local food 
movement. 

2:40 pm         Break and Networking – Local food refreshments (20 min) 

3:00 pm         Panel Discussion: Legalizing Cannabis and Emerging Opportunities 

This panel presentation will examine cannabis from the perspective of a land use planner, 
an economic developer, and educator as well as an operator in the legal cannabis industry. 

Bonnie Wrightman, Clarington Board of Trade 
 Al Unwin, School of Environmental and Horticultural Studies, Niagara College 
 Joanne Hickey Evans, City of Hamilton 
 Jack Krosinski, Krosinski Enterprises Ltd.  

4:00 pm         Introduction of Host for 2019 Forum - Leamington  

4:05 pm         Final Comments, Evaluations and Adjournment 

4:15 pm Programme Ends 

 

Speakers, topics and tour stops are subject to change. 

 
A resource table will be available for participants to display or share brochures and other examples of 

projects from their area.  Please bring information to share with other communities. 


