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Put your research skills to the test using the Wellington County Local 
History Articles. 

1. Did you know that Middlebrook School had an issue with teachers 
and older students brawling in the 1800s? On August 11, 1992, 
Stephen Thorning wrote an article about the teacher that found a 
new technique to deal with this problem. Can you name the teacher 
and their technique to stop the behavior? 

Answer: In 1865, David Boyle was appointed to become the new 
teacher. He appealed to the sense of honour of the students, stating 
on the first day that he could see they were all gentlemen and 
would do nothing to disrupt the classroom. 
Elora Sentinel, Valuing Our History, Stephen Thorning, 11 August 
1992. 

2. Between 1918-1919 the Spanish Flu spread around the World; 
Wellington County included. Dr. H. O. Howitt, the Guelph Medical 
Officer of Health advised the public how to deal with the pandemic. 
What was his advice? 

Answer: Dr. Howitt advised the public to be particularly cautious at 
the first signs of what might seem to be a cold. Some of his 
recommendations seem obvious: covering mouths when sneezing 
and coughing, and never sharing handkerchiefs. He urged people to 
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buy no fruit or vegetables from grocers who appeared ill, and he 
suspected that bottled milk might be best avoided for the duration 
of the outbreak. At the first sign of any illness, he advised the public 
to take to their beds, and have as little contact with anyone else as 
possible. It was especially important for storekeepers and teachers 
to do so. 
Wellington Advertiser,Valuing Our History, Stephen Thorning, 13 
November 2009 

3. What happened in March 1956 in the Drayton area? 

Answer: The second week of March 1956 brought the biggest winter 
storm of the season to the Drayton area. High winds caused damage 
to roofs and utility wires were downed in the storm. 
Drayton Community News, Stephen Thorning, Time Lines, 07 April 
2006. 

4. In what year did the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 275 Fergus 
receive their charter? 

Answer: May 1935 Fergus-Elora News Express, Valuing Our History, 
Stephen Thorning, 04 November 1998. 

5. In warmer months, farmers in Mapleton formed the Beef Ring. 
What exactly was the purpose of the Beef Ring? 

Answer: The Beef Ring. Each farmer would have a share or a half 
share. An executive was appointed every year. A president, 
secretary-treasurer and several members as directors or a managing 
committee formed the executive. A shareholder was required to 
supply, in rotation, a young cattle beast to be butchered. The animal 
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would dress out at about 400 pounds of meat, thus supplying each 
farm family with 20 pounds of fresh beef each week. 
Drayton Community News, Mapleton Musings, Jean Campbell, 30 
January 2009 

6. In September 2011, Jean Campbell explored what Ontario public 
schools were like in 1900. There have been a lot of changes over the 
years. If they could not attend school during the day, some students 
could spend 2.5 hours at night school, but only during specific 
months. Can you name the months? 

Answer: Night school could be attended from October 1 through 
March 31. 
Drayton Community News, Mapleton Musings, Jean Campbell, 09 
September 2011 

7. On March 2012, Jean Campbell commented on a “letter of advice” 
given by a widow’s late husband. Can you finish this sentence? 
“Don’t forget that all through life…” 

Answer: “… we have to pay as we go, and when we are old the price 
is doubled on us.”  Drayton Community News, Mapleton Musings, 
Jean Campbell, 18 May 2012 

8. What was Abby Dowling’s nickname? 

Answer: “Trigger” 
Fergus-Elora News Express, Looking Back, Pat Mestern, 4 October 
2000 
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