
A natural heritage system is a network of interconnected 

natural features and areas such as wetlands, woodlands, 

valleylands, lakes and rivers. 

  What is a Natural Heritage System? 

 Wellington County Natural Heritage System 

Natural Heritage Systems are identified to help conserve 

biological diversity, maintain ecological functions (e.g. 

movement corridors for wildlife, endangered species habitat) 

and sustain ecosystem services that we all depend on (e.g. 

pollination, clean water, flood damage reduction).   

Ecological Functions 

An aerial photograph 

showing the importance 

of corridors within a 

rural landscape 

Ecosystem Services 

Bees and other 

pollinators are crucial for 

the pollination of fruit, 

vegetable, oil, seed, and 

nut crops 

Biological Diversity 

The Henslowôs 

Sparrow and the 

Spotted Turtle are two 

species at risk found 

in Wellington County 

Henslowôs Sparrow 

Spotted Turtle 



Maintain and/or improve local and regional 

biodiversity 

 

Recognize local-scale linkage between and among 

natural heritage features and areas 

 

Provide a scientific basis for land and water 

stewardship activities, conservation land 

acquisition, priorities for Inventory Programs, and 

possible future amendments to the County Official 

Plan 

 

Inform resource-management decision-making 

 

Support sustainable economic opportunities 

 

Support sustainable recreational use 

The goals of this project are to identify, through the 

engagement of stakeholders, a Natural Heritage System that 

will:   

  What is the goal of this project? 
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The County recognizes that the regional scale Natural Heritage System in the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe (Growth Plan NHS) was recently issued and that decisions on planning matters must conform with the policies 

related to that system.   

  The relationship to the Growth Plan Natural Heritage System 
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At the same time, the County feels that it needs a 

more detailed and locally developed Natural Heritage 

System as a scientific basis for: 

Refinements to the Growth Plan NHS when 

we amend the County Official Plan to 

conform with the Growth Plan and consider 

possible future policy amendments 

 

Stewardship programs and strategies 

 

Watershed and subwatershed planning  

 

Developing climate change strategies 
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