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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The County of Wellington completed a Munici-
pal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) 
in 2017 for replacement of the Badley (Metcalfe 
Street) Bridge.  The Badley Bridge is located in 
the Village of Elora, and is the main roadway 
link to access Elora’s downtown core for vehi-
cles, pedestrians and bicyclists. The study area is 
shown in Figure 1. 

The Environmental Assessment was conducted 

as a Schedule C project in accordance with the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

(2015). As a Schedule C project, an Environmen-
tal Study Report (ESR) was completed which un-
derwent a 30-day review period. 

During the 30 day review period, a Part II Order 
was requested asking that the County of Wel-
lington be required to prepare an individual en-
vironmental assessment. The Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (now Environment, 
Conservation and Parks) determined an individual environmental assessment was not required; how-

ever, they did direct that Wellington County to meet several conditions including holding a public 
meeting to inform interested parties of the proposed design.   This Public Information Centre (PIC) pre-
senting the detail design was held on: 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm at:  
Elora Community Centre 
21 David Street West 
Elora ON, N0B 1S0 

The Public Information Centre included presenting the following: 

 Project Background 

 Context Sensitive Design  

 Detail Design 

 Detour Routes 

 Next Steps 

County and consultant representatives were available to respond to any inquiries.  

All members of the public and interest groups were invited to the Public Information Centre to view 
the presentation materials and to discuss the project with the County and consultant representatives.   

Fifty-eight (58) people registered at the Public Information Centre.  Each person was encouraged to 
provide a written response to any issues or concerns.  

Figure 1: Study Area 
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2.0 PUBLIC AND AGENCY CONSULTATION 

One of the key aspects of the project is to provide the public, interested parties, affected agencies and 
municipalities with the opportunity for input.  In order to ensure this objective is met, a public and 
agency notification program was undertaken.  The program includes a number of communication 
mechanisms, discussed in the following sections.  

2.1 Newspaper Notice 

Notice of the Public Information Centre was placed in the Wellington Advertiser on May 30, 2019 and 
June 3, 2019. 

The newspaper notice is found in Appendix A. 

2.2 Individual Public Contacts 

The general public who were recorded in the contact list from the EA phase of the project received in-
dividual notice (letters or emails) to advise them of the PIC. In addition, a road sign was placed on the 
bridge advising of the public meeting. 

2.3 Agency Contacts 

The following agencies were invited to attend the PIC: 

 Department of Fisheries and Oceans  

 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

 Infrastructure Ontario 

 Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

 Ministry of Transportation 

 Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

 Grand River Conservation Authority 

 EMS 

 Centre Wellington Fire and Rescue 

 County of Wellington OPP 

 Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 

 Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada 

Notification of the Public Information Centre was communicated to all affected residents, local munici-
palities, external agencies and interested groups. 

2.4 Indigenous Communities 

Individual letters were sent to the Indigenous Communities within the vicinity of the Study Area, inviting them 
to attend the meeting.  Letters were sent to the following communities: 

 Metis Nation of Ontario 

 Six Nations of the Grand River 

 Mississaugas of the New Credit 

 Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council 

 Huron Wendat Nation 
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3.0 PIC COMMENTS 

Display panels/boards were set up around the perimeter of the room, to be viewed at leisure.  A copy 
of the PIC presentation boards is provided in Appendix B. 

Thirty-three (33) comment sheets were received at the PIC. Five (5) comment sheets were received 
during the subsequent week.  Copies of the comments, excluding personal information, are provided in 
Appendix C.  The comments and discussions are summarized in the following sections. 

3.1 Summary of Comments 

The comments received and discussions held at the Public Information Centre are summarized below in Table 
1.  The comments have been summarized by subject matter. 

Comments raised by the public include: 

 Support for the replacement of the existing Badley Bridge. 

 Support for rehabilitation of the existing truss. 

 The bridge design should be more reflective of the character of Elora. 

 Concern for increased truck traffic and speeding along Metcalfe Street as a result of wider 
lanes. General support to restrict truck traffic through the downtown area. 

 Opposition to bike lanes across the structure – they do not continue on either side of the 
bridge. 

 Opposition to the design of the gateway piers. Additional comments included: 

o Potential to use elements from the existing truss bridge in the gateway 

o Consider the use of stone and natural materials 

o Opportunity for community input or community design 

o The proposed design is too severe and does not match the surrounding environment of 
downtown Elora 

o The proposed design is too large 

 Location #2 is preferred for the interpretive panels; it provides better access, improved views of 
the structure, and more room for a sitting area. 

 General support for the interpretive storyboard. 

 The grandchildren of Mr. Badley attended the PIC and were in support of the replacement 
bridge and the recognition of their grandfather. 

 

 

 

 

 



County of Wellington 
Badley (Metcalfe Street) Bridge Replacement 
Detail Design Public Information Centre Summary Report 

 

4 
 

Table 1: Summary of Written Comments 

Comment 
Number of  

Respondents 
Comment Sheet  
Reference No. 

Topic 1: Gateway Piers 

General opposition to the proposed style of the 
gateway design.  

32 1, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 20, 21, 25, 27, 29, 30, 
32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 

 The design is not in harmony with the surround-
ing natural/built environment. 

21 1, 10, 13, 16, 18, 20, 27, 29, 
32, 33, 35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 47, 48 

 The design looks too much like concrete. Con-
sider using the existing steel, arches or some-
thing to soften the look of the new bridge.  

3 8, 38, 39 

 The proposed gateway piers are too 
large/heavy. 

2 9, 32 

 The shape of the gateway piers is at odds with 
the balusters. 

1 9 

 Consider having gateway piers at both ends of 
the structure. 

1 9 

 The design is too industrial/cold. 5 10, 25, 32, 36, 42 

 The design is brutalist architecture. Consider a 
‘Welcome’ in the centre of the roundabout im-
mediately south of the bridge. 

1 11 

 Looks like it belongs in a big city.  5 12, 14, 20, 29, 34 

 The gateway piers should be made of limestone. 2 13, 33 

 Consider tendering a design contest to artists, 
steel workers etc.   

8 13, 25, 30, 33, 39, 40, 41, 47 

 The design is too modern. 1 38 

 Consider an iron gateway with ‘Welcome to 
Elora’, water themed art and music notes. 

1 40, 44 

Support for the concept of the gateway piers, but the 
design could be improved. 

4 2, 9, 29, 36 

Support for the gateway piers. 3 4, 7, 22 

Signage in the town should be consistent with artistic 
input. 

1 16 
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Table 1: Summary of Written Comments 

Comment 
Number of  

Respondents 
Comment Sheet  
Reference No. 

The gateway piers should not block the sightlines of 
drivers to/from Carlton Place. 

1 19 

Preference for no gateway piers. 3 26, 28, 37 

Would like to see options for the gateway piers de-
sign. 

2 33, 34 

Consider a limestone arch or ‘Welcome to Elora’ sign 
designed by the artist community. 

1 40 

Topic 2: Interpretive Storyboard “Crossing the Grand” 

Opposition for the design of the interpretive story-
board and salvaged components. 

2 1, 14 

Support for the commemoration of the existing 
bridge and its history on the interpretative story 
board and through the display of the salvaged com-
ponents. 

14 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 17, 19, 20, 22, 
24, 26, 28, 32 

Consider having the storyboard at either end of the 
bridge. 

1 9 

This does not mitigate the loss of such an iconic 
structure. 

2 12, 13 

There is too much information provided – show pho-
tos from past years with flowers or lit up at night. 

1 14 

Why have a storyboard to draw attention to the pre-
vious historic structure that was torn down? 

2 16, 33 

The storyboard looks like a school project. 1 25 

Replicate the bridge if it deserves a storyboard. 1 30 

Preference for the storyboard to be displayed on the 
east side. 

1 32 

Topic 3: Surface Treatment of the Piers and Abutments 

Support for the textured concrete on the piers to 
match the Victoria Street Bridge and surrounding 
buildings. 

13 2, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 24, 27, 
29, 30, 33, 34 

Consider the potential to apply the textured concrete 
to the arches. 

1 2 

Preference for the alternative that is within budget. 1 3 
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Table 1: Summary of Written Comments 

Comment 
Number of  

Respondents 
Comment Sheet  
Reference No. 

Support for smooth concrete on the piers. 6 8, 9, 22, 25, 26, 28 

Preference for no piers. 1 11 

Not supportive of large concrete structures. 1 16 

Preference for a more modern, elegant, welcoming 
design. 

1 32 

The surface of the pier should be limestone block. 1 36 

Topic 4: Potential Construction Impacts 

Consider a 4-way stop at David Street and Geddes 
Street during construction. Traffic currently backs up 
on David Street during peak hours because of the 
Salem bridge closure. 

1 2 

Support for maintaining unobstructed navigation of 
the Grand River while the bridge is being construct-
ed. 

1 3 

Concern for parking impacts during construction. 3 7, 18, 25 

Support for keeping the flowerbed on the west side 
of the bridge. 

1 9 

Action needs to be taken on noise, speeding, parking 
irrespective of bridge construction.  

1 11 

Concern for the impacts construction will have on 
businesses and tourism. 

3 12, 14, 32 

Concern for increased noise and dust. 3 13, 25, 32 

Comprehensive signage is required for the detour 
routes during construction. 

2 14, 33 

Concern for duration of construction. 3 17, 25, 34 

Traffic signal required at David Street and Middle-
brook Road during construction. 

1 31 

Concern for increased traffic on David Street. 1 32 

Construction should not start before 7:30am. 1 34 

Other 

The road approaching the bridge is not safe. Opposi-
tion to providing bike lanes that do not continue an-

5 1, 10, 13, 21, 23 
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Table 1: Summary of Written Comments 

Comment 
Number of  

Respondents 
Comment Sheet  
Reference No. 

ywhere off of the structure. 

Support for keeping the design and construction on 
budget. 

2 4, 5 

General support for bridge replacement and the pro-
posed design. 

5 4, 5, 6, 7, 24 

A pedestrian crossing is required on the south side of 
the bridge (adjacent to the LCBO). It is not safe to 
cross at this location. 

1 8 

Reconsider the design of the bridge – consider a de-
sign that mirrors the architecture of the village. 

1 10 

The belvedere should be on the east side of the 
bridge to give more access to the serenity of the riv-
er. 

1 13 

Consider using the same light standard that is being 
utilized in the village. 

2 13, 38 

A heavier bridge is not required. The intersection is 
too small and pedestrian centric to support truck 
traffic. Trucks should use the County Road 7 bridge. 

1 13 

Trucks should not be in downtown Elora. 4 13, 15, 18, 36 

There should be a barrier between the vehicular 
lanes and the bike lanes. 

1 17 

Consider mimicking the design of the David Street 
bridge with the use of arches. 

1 18 

There is a blind spot at the Carlton Place/Metcalfe 
Street intersection. 

1 19 

Liquidated damages should be enforced to ensure 
the contract is delivered on time. 

1 20 

The design of the bridge needs to be unique. 1 21 

The proposed bridge design will increase speeds. 1 30 

Retain and rehabilitate the existing Badley Bridge. 5 36, 45, 46, 47, 48 
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS 

The conclusions from the meeting are: 
 
 General support for the replacement of the Badley (Metcalfe Street) Bridge. 

 Support for gateway piers, but the design should be revised to reflect the character of Elora. 

 Support for the proposed interpretive storyboard and display of salvaged components of the exist-
ing structure. 

 Public preference for surface finish to match the Victoria Street Bridge style with stamped concrete 
piers. 

 Concern for impacts during construction including: increased traffic; noise and air pollution; effects 
on tourism and local businesses; and parking/detour routes. 

 Concern for safety and increased speeds along Metcalfe Street. 
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Public Information Centre Notice 

Wellington County  
 

Badley (Metcalfe Street) Bridge Replacement 
Detail Design Public Information Centre  

 
The County of Wellington completed a Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) in 2017 that resulted in the 
recommended alternative to replace the Badley (Metcalfe Street) 
Bridge. The County is holding a public information centre to inform 
the public of the proposed detail design prior to the start of any 
construction activities related to the replacement of the Badley 
(Metcalfe Street) Bridge. Construction is scheduled to start in fall 
2019 with construction to be staged to continue in 2020. 

Public Consultation 
The County wishes to ensure that anyone interested in this project 
has the opportunity to review the proposed detailed design. The 
Public Information Centre will be held on Thursday, June 13, 2019. 
At this open house style meeting, information displays will show: the 
Environmental Assessment Process; the context sensitive design, 
interpretative signage and commemoration of the existing structure; 
and the detailed design drawings, construction staging and 
schedule. The County’s project team members will be available to discuss the project displays and answer questions.   

The Public Information Centre is scheduled for: 

 Date:   Thursday, June 13, 2019 
 Time:  5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 Location: Elora Community Centre, 21 David Street West, Elora, ON, N0B 1S0 

For further information about the project, please contact: 

Don Kudo, P.Eng. 
County Engineer 
County of Wellington 
74 Woolwich Street 
Guelph, ON N1H 3T9 
Tel: 519-837-2601 x2280 
Fax: 519-837-8138 
Email: donk@wellington.ca 
 

Steve Taylor, P.Eng. 
EA Project Manager 
BT Engineering 
509 Talbot Street 
London, ON  N6A 2S5 
Tel: 519-672-2222 
Fax: 1-613-280-1305 
Email: stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca 
 

All information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (2009). 
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 

mailto:donk@wellington.ca
mailto:stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca
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County of Wellington  

Badley (Metcalfe Street) Bridge Replacement 

Public Information Centre 



 Welcome to the Public Information Centre (PIC) meeting. Please record your 

attendance and obtain a comment sheet at the registration desk. Several 

background reports are available at the Resource Table. Should you have any 

questions regarding the display materials, background reports or any other aspect 

of the study, please speak to the County or Consultant study team members in 

attendance. 

 

1 

Welcome 



2 

Meeting Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting is to present the final design and receive comments on 

select design elements including: 

1. The commemorative interpretive story board 

2. The gateway treatments 

3. The abutment surface texture recommendations 

 

   

 



• Wellington County carried out a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment from 

2015 to 2017.  

• The EA documented the decision-making process for a future bridge 

management plan. 

• The conclusion from the EA was to replace the Badley Bridge (Metcalfe Street 

Bridge) with a new 3 span structure. 

• Following the mandatory 30 day public review period, there were Part II requests 

submitted to the Minister of Environment  

• The Minister’s decision denied the Part II requests but included several 

conditions for implementation of the project:  

o Preparation of a Supplemental Cultural Heritage report for submission to 

the Ministry of Tourism Culture and Sport (see resource table for a copy of 

this report) 

o Inclusion of bicycle lanes on the new bridge 

o Confirmation that the bridge would pass flood events 

o Hold a public meeting at the conclusion of the design stage (this meeting) 

 

3 

Background 



4 

BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES 



5 

Cultural Heritage – Existing Conditions 



6 

Cultural Heritage – Work Summary 

• Comprehensive assessment of cultural heritage resources throughout the 

study. 

• Reports completed by MHBC and WSLA to ensure that all areas of interest 

were addressed and all comments responded to. 

• Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) and Heritage Impact Assessment 

(HIA) finalized in April 2017. 

• Supplementary CHER and HIA completed by WSLA in conjunction with 

MHBC, MTBA and BTE in order to comply with MECP conditions. 

• Supplementary work approved by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 

(MTCS) in April 2019. 
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Cultural Heritage – Existing Conditions 
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Cultural Heritage – Existing Conditions 
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Context Sensitive Design 

The Supplemental Cultural Heritage Assessment included the involvement of a context 

sensitive design team for input into the bridge design. Recommendations include: 

• Use of visible, place-making gateway features compatible with the historic 

environment, on the south approach to the bridge 

• Pedestrian space on each side of the bridge including space for a lookout to the west 

along the river, including a view of the Victoria Street Bridge 

• Multiple light poles across the bridge for lighting and banners, that will also 

accommodate seasonal décor and lights 

• Commemorative interpretive story board and salvage of a section of the original 

bridge for interpretation (southeast corner). 

• Consideration of the texture of the new bridge (smooth surface, clearly of its time, or 

imprinted stone to match the stone on the adjacent Victoria Street bridge) 

o Both surface treatments are illustrated on the exhibits and the technical 

recommendation from the context sensitive design team is to utilize the plain 

concrete finish. 

o This finish allows the new design to be compatible with, subordinate to and 

distinguishable from the historic resources of the area. These are best 

practices expressed in the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of 

Historic Places in Canada.  It will allow it to be distinct from the adjacent 

bridges on the Grand River in close proximity. 
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Context Sensitive Design - Gateway Piers 

Proposed Location - Plan View Detail view 

Legend: 

A. Top light with tempered glass 

lens and stainless steel base 

B. Limestone panel, typical  

C. LED lighted polyethylene 

banners on stainless steel rods 

D. 2” high black granite reveal 

E. 4” high black granite base 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

B 

Proposed Location - Elevation 

Honouring the historic truss bridge, the height of 

which provided a “gateway” across the river and 

into the Village from the south; a durable and 

respectful pair of Gateway Piers stand as the 

portal to river crossing and Village. The forms 

are sensitive to the general Village context.  



The sense of gateway provided by the existing bridge: this can easily be seen in a 

view approaching from the south (see Photo below). This will be lost in a replacement 

bridge that has no superstructure; hence the new gateway elements provide that strong 

sense of river-crossing and village-entry that have been there for half a century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The context-sensitivity of the new gateway forms: the Town has many stone-faced 

architectural forms that the gateway pier elements re-interpret in a contemporary way 

and thus, this form assembly feels “at home” in Elora.  The Photos below show public 

building forms and monuments, private/industrial building forms and even ecclesiastical 

building forms that have a certain dominance in the Village, that the gateway elements 

pay homage to. 

11 

Context Sensitive Design - Gateway Piers 



12 

Badley (Metcalfe Street) Replacement Bridge 

The detail design of the project has included the following: 

• Arched fascia to the new bridge (commitment of the EA) 

• Cycling lanes across the bridge 

• Sidewalks on each side of the bridge 

• Mid-span lookout on west side of bridge (commitment of EA) 

• Use of precast beams to accelerate construction  
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Proposed Plan and Elevation 

Plan 

Elevation 



14 

Proposed Cross Sections 

Cross Section at Lookout 

Typical Cross Section 



15 

Bridge Renderings –  Stone Pattern on Concrete Pier 

West Elevation (South Bank) 

West Elevation (North Bank) 

East Elevation 

CONCEPT – NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION 



16 

Bridge Renderings –  Proposed 

West Elevation (South Bank) 

West Elevation (North Bank) 

East Elevation 



17 

Bridge Rendering - Proposed 

Isometric View 



18 

Proposed Concrete Baluster Rail 
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Permits and Approvals 

The Badley (Metcalfe Street) Bridge Replacement will require permits and clearances 

from various agencies before it can proceed to construction. These include: 

• Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) – Fisheries Act Minister’s Authorization 

• Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) - Ontario Water Resources 

Act Water Taking Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) Registration 

• Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) - Public Lands Act 

Clearance 

• Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) - Conservation Authorities Act Work 

Permit 



20 

Anticipated Construction Staging and Schedule 

Activity 

Install Temporary Access   

Construction New Piers below Existing Bridge 

Close Road and Remove Bridge Superstructure 

In-Water Work Restriction   

Remove Abutments and Piers   

Construct New Abutments  

Construct New Bridge Superstructure   

Open Bridge        

Schedule 

October to November 2019 

November to December 2019 

January to March 2020 

April to June 2020 

July 2020 

July to August 2020 

August to November 2020 

December 2020 

 





22 

Pedestrian Detour 





Interpretive Board Location, Mounting and Salvaged Display 
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From:  
Sent: June 15, 2019 3:19 PM 
To: Don Kudo <donk@wellington.ca>; Kelly Linton1 <KLinton@centrewellington.ca> 
Subject: unimaginative 
 
Last nite at the Recreation Centre we attended the info session which included potential plans 
for the Badley Bridge.  We were disappointed with the presentation and have the following 
concerns & comments: 
 
- It became apparent that none of the consultants/planners with the business contracted to 
design the bridge are local residents and seemingly have no passion nor connection to the 
importance this bridge has to the business owners and nearby residents of Elora. 
 
- Although a significant structure/statue at the entrances to the bridge is important the proposed 
structures have an unwelcoming feel. 
 
- The current bridge width has a slowing of traffic effect…the bike lane is recognized as good & 
the widened area for sight seeing is grand however it appears there is an effort to widen to 
increase traffic flow (when we understand we’re trying to minimize traffic certainly large trucks 
going through the core of the village). 
 

mailto:donk@wellington.ca
mailto:KLinton@centrewellington.ca
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From:  

Sent: June 15, 2019 12:58 PM 
To: donk@wellington.ca; stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca;  

Subject: Bridge disastrous pillar design 
  
I attended the bridge meetings and voted on a design and none of then had those horrible pillars on 
them.  It looks like 1920’s Russia, Gotham City, or Lego land!  Why model something on a death 
monument for a vibrant and artistic location like Elora??!! 
 
The waste of money is bad enough for this horrific “design” but actually mounting them would make us 
a laughing stock for Ontario’s “most beautiful village”!   
 
No towers, no phallic symbols, no monuments to the dead please. Create just a simple, safe, welcoming 
bridge that does not attempt to kill cyclists.  This is not what we were told was coming and it is 
atrocious! 
 
Please send a reply reassuring me that this can still be amended! 
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From:   

Sent: June 16, 2019 3:40 PM 
To: 

Cc: Kelly Linton;  donk@wellington.ca; stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca 
Subject: Re: Bridge 
  
Hi all, 
  
I also could not attend the meeting on Wednesday, but I echo the sentiments from 

I find the current proposed pillar design to be too modern and uninspired.  
  
A limestone arch would be beautiful, or some sort of a nod to the arts community designing a 
“welcome to Elora’ sign. I am not sure if this is happening or not, but following the old style 
street lights that are currently in the village along the length of the bridge would be great - the 
BIA could hang their flower baskets and banners from them in the summer and it would mimic a 
European style bridge. Even if we had bigger, more elaborate lights at the start of the bridge on 
tasteful limestone bases - like the ones in Paris (see photo I took below) would be a more desired 
alternative. There is a reason I took a photo of this lamp post while on vacation - it is beautiful! 
Why can’t we do something similar to compel people to want to take photos? Downtown Elora 
relies heavily on tourism, why not give our visitors a fabulous design to behold upon arrival! I 
feel this is such a missed opportunity to spend so much of the taxpayers dollars on a modern 
bridge entrance that has already received so much negative feedback. This will be the entrance 
for many years to come! The reason I chose to live here and run my businesses here is because of 
the unique, artistic, European feeling Elora has to offer. Please turn this around and design an 
entrance more in tune with the spirit of the village - a positive outcome for all of us. 
  
Thanks for your time, 
  
My best, 

 
 

 

mailto:donk@wellington.ca
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On Jun 16, 2019, at 10:59 AM, > wrote: 
  
Hi 
Hope you do get well soon. I also could not make the meeting as I had a house full of visitors by 
5 pm. I agree that the "gate way" is lacking character.I think this is could be a great opportunity 
to create something that is a great asset to the town. Possible a gate way made from parts of the 
old bridge. 
I think in this case the county should not have a consultant create their vision for a gateway but 
possibly hold a real open call for submissions or hold a real dialogue with the community on 
what we want. The process so far has been entirely consultant driven and I am sorry to say I have 
not seen much room for true public input.Currently the are asking for individuals to submit 
"comments" to the consultants, instead of forming a local committee to come up real ideas that 
are community based. 
I have to say personally I don't have much energy to fight with our elected officials on this if 
they are not interested in working with us. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Check us out on Facebook! 
 
--- KLinton@centrewellington.ca wrote: 
 
From: Kelly Linton <KLinton@centrewellington.ca> 
To: 
CC: "donk@wellington.ca" <donk@wellington.ca>, 
"stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca"            <stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca>,  

Subject: Re: Bridge 
Date: Sun, 16 Jun 2019 14:16:39 +0000 
 
Hi  Hope your ankle heals up quick. One of the key reasons we held the open house was to 
get feedback on the gateway piers. Thanks for providing your input. The project team will be 
considering all the feedback in working towards a final design. Thanks again. 
Kelly Linton, Mayor 
 
On Jun. 16, 2019 6:57 a.m.,  wrote: 
Hi everyone 
Due to a twisted ankle I was not able to make it to the public presentation of the bridge design. I 
would like to formally express my displeasure and dismay in regards to the final result. Although 
the need to replace the bridge is understandable, and so is the desire for a concrete base, the 

mailto:KLinton@centrewellington.ca
mailto:KLinton@centrewellington.ca
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towering concrete pillars are not at all how myself (and almost everyone I know who lives and 
works downtown) pictured the gateway. Elora is a whimsical, enchanting and beautiful town and 
the current proposed design is absolutely hideous. A more suitable entryway could look 
something like a beautiful iron gateway with “welcome to Elora”, water themed art and music 
notes that would better reflect the heritage nature of our town.  I am more than happy to assist in 
fundraising or design research and to collect other like-minded artsy people in Elora who would 
be delighted to come up with an idea that suits our town. 
Thank you in advance 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 
Disclaimer: This message is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only and may contain 
information that is privileged, proprietary, confidential, and/or exempt from disclosure under any 
relevant privacy legislation. If you are not the intended recipient or authorized agent thereof, you 
are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, dissemination, distribution, copying, 
conversion to hard copy, taking of action in reliance on or other use of this communication is 
strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete or destroy all copies of this message. 
Warning: Although the Township of Centre Wellington has taken reasonable precautions to 
ensure no viruses are present in this email, the company cannot accept responsibility for any loss 
or damage arising from the use of this email or attachments. 

 



 
From: 

Sent: June 14, 2019 1:20 PM 
To: Mary Lloyd 
Subject: Please reconsider Bradley bridge design 
  
Hi Councillor,  
 
I saw the Bradley bridge design and it looks like something that would welcome you to an outlet mall. It’s not a 
design that would fit in with the beauty of Elora and the character that has made our small town thrive while so 
many other towns have died.  
 
Please consider the community full of creatives and artists and let the design come from those people. You have 
nothing to lose by opening up the design process and everything to gain. You could turn this divisive issue into a 
win. 
 
There are so many beautiful bridges around the world and I just know that Elora could come up with another one. 
Please let us give it a shot. I know we can do it. 
 

 
 

From: Mary Lloyd <maryl@wellington.ca>  
Sent: June 17, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: 
Cc: Kelly Linton1 <KLinton@centrewellington.ca>; Don Kudo <donk@wellington.ca> 
Subject: Re: Please reconsider Bradley bridge design 
  
Hi  Thank you so much for expressing your thoughts around the design of the Badley 
bridge.  Design is not my specialty  and I am not sure where or if we can roll this back to have 
design input as this process for replacement has been underway for over 4 years.  This has been 
a very public process over the years and I have attended all the meetings presented by the 
County on this project and have seen it evolve to add special features to  widen it for safety and 
allow for a viewing area for the mill pond. 
  
I do agree that the gateway entrances are too over powering for the entrance of the bridge and 
I much prefer not having anything special there so the views are not impeded.   I have copied 
the County engineer and Warden so they are aware of your request. 
  
If there are any changes that come up that I am made aware of I will contact you directly, 
  
Mary Lloyd 
Wellington County Councillor - Ward 5 
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From: > 

Sent: June 13, 2019 7:38:55 PM 

To: Mayor;  Andrew Goldie; Ward2; Ward3; Ward4; Ward5; Ward6; Mary Lloyd; 

Subject: The Bridge as Entrance to Elora. 

  
  
The banality of the bridge which the County is proposing for us in Elora is extreme. It is a piece 
of urban architecture, yet it is just banal. No vision, just formula. WE deserve better. And many 
of you know better, because i know you.  
Mayor Linton, is this the legacy you wish to leave our arts oriented community of Elora under 
your County and Township stewardship? 
Money is not everything. .If not the present bridge, at least some interesting and evocative 
design. 
  
 The pillars proposed for the entrance of the bridge are simply vulgar. They are reminiscent of 
Russian communist buildings. No imagination in materials or form. The signs for ELORA are 
simply  EMBARRASSING,they are so vulgar! 
  
If we cannot keep the old bridge, at least exact some elegant and interesting structure for the 
entrance to our village.Perhaps echo some of the past.You can still do that! You are supposedly 
our guardians, our representatives.  You hold the future aesthetics of the entrance to our village 
and path over the Grand River in your hands. Yes, it has to be safe, but it doesn't need to be 
banal.   
  
Sincerely, 

  
 
From: > 
Sent: June 13, 2019 8:29:56 PM 
To: 
Cc: Mayor; ; Andrew Goldie; Ward2; Ward3; Ward4; Ward5; Ward6; Mary Lloyd;

Subject: Re: The Bridge as Entrance to Elora. 
  
Well said,  There is something fundamentally wrong with a design that evokes so many comparisons to 
Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany! You are the fourth or fifth person to make such an observation. Is this really what 
the County wants as the gateway to Ontario’s “most beautiful village”? 
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From:  
Sent: June 17, 2019 8:53 AM 
To: donk@wellington.ca; stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca 
Subject: Badley Bridge design 
 
 
Good morning gentlemen, there has be a bit of stir of late on the proposed design of the new 
Badley Bridge. As you all know people are opposed to it for just reasons. The replacement to 
begin with, also losing the metal structure and the pillar attachments. They say it’s cheaper than 
replacing it what’s there. Im not much of a letter writer, do bare with me. I’m not sure who or why 
someone would presume this is acceptable. I’m sorry it looks phallic, and has that tombstone 
appeal. , I thinking this design doesn’t bode well with its surroundings. It does cheapen the area 
quite substantially. It’s shit really and should stay in the grade 5 classroom where I’m sure it was 
designed. Thanks for your time  

 

 
Sent from somewhere near  
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From:   
Sent: June 17, 2019 1:19 PM 
To: stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca 
Subject: Bridge Entrance 
 
Hi everyone 
Due to my working hours, I was not able to make it to the public presentation of the bridge 
design. I would like to formally express my displeasure and dismay in regards to the final result. 
Although the need to replace the bridge is understandable, and so is the desire for a concrete 
base, the towering concrete pillars are not at all how myself, and almost everyone I know who 
lives and works downtown, pictured the gateway. Elora is a whimsical, enchanting and beautiful 
town and the current proposed design is absolutely hideous. A more suitable entryway could 
look something like a beautiful iron gateway with “welcome to Elora”, water themed art and 
music notes that would better reflect the heritage nature of our town.  
Thank you in advance  
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From:   

Sent: June 19, 2019 8:56 AM 
To: stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca; donk@wellington.ca 

Cc: Paul Gooch 
Subject: The Historic Badley Bridge in Elora 
  
Dear Messrs Kudo and Taylor, 
  
I am contacting you to express concern over the proposed designs for replacement of the 
Badley Bridge, in Elora. 
  
Firstly, I find that the columns proposed at the south entrance of the bridge to be 
extremely unattractive and unsuited to the historical Victorian flavour of the Village of 
Elora.   
  
The metal framework, bearing lights and flowering baskets, is integral to the beauty of 
the bridge, in all seasons, welcoming residents and visitors alike.  Many photographs 
have been taken with the bridge as the subject.  (Many can be viewed on the Facebook 
page "Save the Badley Bridge" in Elora.) 
  
This new design does not seem to fulfil the requirements of a designated Heritage design 
for this village.  Instead,  it falls under the "Brutalist" category of design, more suited to 
a mid-century modern plan.   
  
Please, please listen to the public outcry about this design for the beloved gateway to the 
Village of Elora.   
  
Sincerely yours, 
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From:   
Sent: June 20, 2019 6:30 AM 
To: Don Kudo <donk@wellington.ca> 
Subject: Elora Bridge 
  
My husband and I, who have lived in Elora for over 10 years now, were absolutely flabbergasted 
and dismayed at the thought of the bridge not being refurbished. It is the first thing you see when 
you head down the hill to the town. It is Iconic. It has been painted, sketch, photographed and 
adored by everyone who comes here. 
  
Please duly note that  Elora, telephone 
number are opposed to the new bridge and would much rather have the old one 
refurbished in some way to keep the character and integrity of the historic Bridge. 
  
Thank you 
  
  
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
 

mailto:donk@wellington.ca
user
Typewritten Text
46

user
Typewritten Text



 
Sent: June 19, 2019 8:53 PM 
To: stevenjtaylor@bteng.ca 
Subject: Fwd: The Badley Bridge 
  
  

Dear 
  
  
I live just outside Elore, it is the closest town to my home and I participate in this community 
regularly.  I recently became aware that there was a public meeting to review the final designs of 
the new Badley Bridge.  It's unfortunate enough that this bridge needs to be replaced instead of 
restored but adding 2 giant towers of various rock and glass and plastic panels for decoration 
adds insult to injury.   
There is a huge artistic community in Elora.  Is there not away to allow the towns people to be 
involved in the development of this entrance way?  Considering the opposition in the town to 
losing this beautiful bridge in the first place, a gesture such as this may help to lessen the blow 
and generate some pride in this new structure.   
What your currently presenting looks so out of place considering the character of the town.   
I hope you will consider a re-evaluation and some community involvement.  
  
Just my two cents.  
  
thanks for taking the time to read this.  
  

 
A concerned citizen of Centre Wellington 
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Sent: June 20, 2019 6:35 AM 

To: stevenj.taylor@bteng.ca 

Subject: Elora Bridge 

  
  
  
My husband and I, who have lived in Elora for over 10 years now, were absolutely flabbergasted 
and dismayed at the thought of the bridge not being refurbished. It is the first thing you see when 
you head down the hill to the town. It is Iconic. It has been painted, sketch, photographed and 
adored by everyone who comes here. 
  
Let the beauty of the river and the heritage buildings speak for themselves and just put in a 
simple bridge with attractive light/plant stands. The current plans that we have seen advertised 
are the exact opposite of what the residents of this town are looking for. Since our taxes pay for 
these projects, our voices should be heard. 
  
Please duly note that , telephone 
number are opposed to the new bridge and would much rather have the old one 
refurbished in some way to keep the character and integrity of the historic Bridge. 
  
Thank you 
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