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It is important to understand that on-line learning is different from the foundational elements of the 
licensed child care sector’s pedagogy How Does Learning Happen?.  
 
As noted in How Does Learning Happen?: Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years: 
 

“Curriculum in early years’ settings is very different from that used in formal school 
contexts.  The focus is not on teaching a body of knowledge or a predetermined set of 
topics. Nor is it centred on children’s achievement of a specific skill set.  In…early years 
programmes are most effective when the content of learning is focused on supporting 
the development of strategies, dispositions, and skills for life-long learning through 
play and inquiry.  Through play and inquiry, children practice ways of learning and 
interacting with the world around them that they will apply throughout their lives.  
Problem solving and critical thinking, communication and collaboration, creativity and 
imagination, initiative and citizenship are all capacities vital for success throughout 
school and beyond.” (Pages 14/15).  

  
Of the four foundations for learning identified in How Does Learning Happen? (belonging, well-being, 
engagement and expression), the foundation of engagement is probably the most challenged by the 
process of remote on-line learning for elementary school-aged children.  Engagement is defined as “a 
state of being genuinely involved and interested in what one is doing.  For children, this happens in play 
that allows children to explore with their bodies, minds and senses, stimulating them to ask questions, 
test theories, solve problems, engage in creative thinking, and make meaning of the world around 
them” (page 35).  
 
Under the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014, licensed child care programmes are required to 
implement a curriculum for all enrolled children, which aligns with How Does Learning Happen?  As 
such, licensed child care programmes will continue to provide environments and experiences to engage 
all children in active and meaningful exploration, play and inquiry; thus supporting children in their 
development of dispositions and skills for lifelong learning. These skills and dispositions will be vital for 
the children when they eventually return to the formal school context.   
 
Together with families, licensed child care programmes support children’s learning and development in 
ways that align with this pedagogy and support the four foundations for learning: belonging, well-being, 
engagement and expression.   
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